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HOUSTON FREEWAYS

A Historical and Visual Journey

by Erik Slotboom

On September 30, 1948, a crowd of Houstonians gathered on a Gulf
Freeway averpass to witness the dedication of Houstan's first
freeway. Houston's freeway journey began. Houston Freeways
traces the history and influence of the freeway system with extensive
phatography, fascinating stories, remarkable people and time

capsules from the past.
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Dallas-Fort Warth and roadtrip videas
This report, pasted on the fifth
anniversary of the release of Houston
Freeways, summarizes Houston's freeway
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History

1 prepared this for the Sharpstown Civic
Assaciation newsletter. It covers Frank
Sharp's efforts to bring the ariginal seven
astronauts to Sharpstown in 1962 and the
1962 Paradle of Homes.
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Ori gins of Houston

1930 Governor Ross Sterling proposes the Houston-
Galveston Super Highway

Late 1930s Houston Mayor Oscar Holcombe promotes the
Gulf Freeway

1940 City of Houston buys the right-of-way of the
Galveston-Houston Electric Railway

1943 TxXDOT approves the Gulf Freeway. Other routes
approved in 1945.

1946 Construction begins on the Gulf Freeway



~N
HoustonoOs Freeway

Gulf Freeway Dedication
September 30, 1948

Dewitt Greer and Oscar Holcombe




Where it all began

Gulf Freeway at Calhoun, November 1948




Celebrating Traffic

Traffic count sign

GuLr Freeway
HOUSTON TEXAS
AUG 1950

..} 100 MILLION

.~ MONTHS

i.{‘\
July 4¢
\ ,'

1950
100 million vehicle-miles




Development of the Freeway Master Plan
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The plan shows a
bypass route on
Post Oak Road,
but the route is
not designated
as a freeway




Development of the Freeway Master Plan

1953 Plan shows the West Loop aligned through
Bellaire on Post Oak
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Development of the Freeway Master Plan

1954

Plan has the
West Loop
on Post Oak
and the
Southwest
Freeway
through
north Bellaire

HOUSTON GHAMBER OF COMMERCE
HIGHWAY COMMITTEE

MASTER FREEWAY PLAN

FOR

HOUSTON & HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

MARCH, 1954
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Building Public Support: 1956 $15 million bond issue
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1958 Harris County $15 million bond Election
(=124 million in 2015 dollars)
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The Visionary The Underachiever

TxDOT-Houston
Leaders In the
Golden Era

Loop 610 and Outside the Loop |
inside the Loop

A.C. Kyser, 1907-1984 Wiley Carmichael,
Houston Urban Project 1912-1996
Office Manager, TxDOT Houston District
1955-1972 Manager, 1955-1973

o T :
t‘wo men most responstble for t.hel FREEWAYS AT A GLANCE

expressway system within Harris County
. part of a vast network that Ry

will link America’s great wf
cities—are A. C. Kyser and 3§
Wiley Carmichael, State
Highway Department Dis- ¥
trict Engineer. Here, Kyser, »
with the co-operation of g
Carmichael, presents the
current status and the fu- ¥
ture outlook of Harris '
County’s primary and in- :
y terstate system.) KYSER but buxlt to freeway standards):

A summary of the freeway projects within Hams Couniy
» | Much has been completed. The remamder is earmarked - f
| for construction.

Interstate Highway System (financed 90 per cent by the
federal government, 10 per cent b) the state):

Inferstate 45 S e e
Interstate 10
Interstate 610 Lnop N s s rb vty et R

g |

'IULdl




A.C. Kyser
retirement, 1972

Department. \

“If you folks get in a traffic
jam, it's your own fault,"”
ya:?r said. §"'I'm going fish-

| N

ser was the highway de-
Lopartment's engineer-manager

wﬁ%ma )

man whg :u wai“
nning and ‘bu 0
tmwlys hnnm‘qrod»

“Seadrift, far away from
raffic jams and honking

| Albert €. Kyser, 65, retired
iy Monday to the coastal town
1 near Port O'Connor after 38

ears with the Texas Highway

partment,

“If you folks get in a traffic
Jam, it's your own fault,”

ysxr said. 'I'm going fish-

. ser was the highway de-

+fpartment's engineer-manager
t, the city's expressway sys-

|| tem for the past 17 years.

" Kyser was \ho man
nd the systenmr,” Bill Mc-
a state highway admin-

e engineet, sad, “Most

§ [reeways were
designed \

1o other work.

“l Wm ﬁ
Kyser said, “but now
gone. And I'm happy."

Kyser said he will work on
his new home on the San M-
‘tonio Bay wlth his wife Mar-
garet.

“We were worldng hard as
college kids when we dmh
he said. “1 was washing

es at an Austin cafa. and she | |

was waiting tables.” B
Kyser said he retired \lit‘ 1
as_ his pet project, the
Loop bridge over the
channel, nears compleM‘
“1 drew the prelimin
signs on, the “bridge in 19€
Kyser said. ‘‘The project
be through in a few mon
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Origins of a Freeway on Post Oak Road

AND SPORTS

Fouston Post Dispalcl

AL -1 -3\

cays Lo - WY A WW AL

PROPOSED NORTH AND WEST LOOPS AROUND CITY

December 1931:

ow iz showp the proposed
in £ ip c

op runs
¥ road, and
ith Bell

north and west loop ronds nround Houston nnecting the main arterial highw the city with the
s 0 to around the city ity streets.  The
ghway, of the city to co hway No. 3. the
west foop runs rrom state highway No. 78, the Katy road. and along the west side of the city to
h Main street and thence to the Turning Basin. Map, courtesy Harris county engineer. |

aire boulevard and

Bypass routes

proposed

NnNThe purp
these two loops
IS to divert traffic

around the city
avoiding
congested city

streets. o
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1942: Bypass | S E

PROPOSED
BY-PASS
Loqp Study for e Jﬁ&“ﬁﬂﬁ;‘é@?é
national defense | POusTONTERS

EN -
O

Loop followed Post Oak
Road and Bellaire Blvd

PRELIMINARY STUDY
FOR

A PRIMARY DEFENSE NEED
OF HOUSTON AND VICINITY

A BY-PASS OR LOOP THOROUGHFARE

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
HOUSTON ,TEXAS
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September 1954: Official Request for inclusion In
the state highway system

Shown below: pages from official presentation booklet
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ESOIRIET

120,000

(]JPROPOSED DESIGNATION

e

1 VT

| PRESENT LOAD

| ASSIGNMENT OF 1953 TRAFFIC TO
\ EXISTING AND PROPOSED FREEWAYS

N




Influential
Support for the
Post Oak
Alignment

R. E. NBob
1894-1973

N B1964 Smith owned
more land than any other
person in Harris County,

over11,000acr es o
T Texas State Historical
Association web site




West Loop North of Westheimer

SOUTH POST OAK ROAD

NO2°42'13"W
272.43"
W M. WHITE SURVEY ABS. 836
X HOUSTON, TEXAS :
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NO. | No. LEOTsHO = AMER . - CONv. JvoL. | PAGE |REQUIRED memhzrr )
321-A | — R.E.(BOB) SMITH etux, etal  JJudgment|e563 |ie9 630°" 3
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West Loop at San Felipe

\ ‘WM. WHITE SURVEY A-836
@
]
. ~__HOUSTON, TEXAS
~, - -
o | PARCEL [BLOCK| [TYPE OF| CONVEYANCE | AREA | REMAINDER
N ol no. | wo. | Lot No : OWNER , conv. [VOL. | PAGE | REQUIRED [RIGHT JLEFT
m 335 — VIVIAN L. SMITH et vir DEED |3765 |1I 80,689 °" |NONE 134"
337 |—| —— "R.E. _BOB SMITH et al udgment {4739 |310 < |30 ™ NONE |35219°"
[338-A | ——] ——— TR E._BOB SMITHet g udgment [6563 |169 .~ [97,576" |NONE [52,16
i —| 341 —_— —— BLAND-WILLIS CADILLAC Co.et ol JJudgment |6404 [394 i 426 ™ NE__[19,926"
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December 1954

Houston City Council initially rejects alignment due
to perceived benefit for Smith

Houston Chronicle, December 23, 1954

LIS

iéa majority [of council $
opposition on the argument that the routing would ., ¥

. VA
increase the value of vacant land owned by 7/

Robert E. Smith, politi

WESTHE|[IMER

L

OAK RD

CR’HI

ALIEE ROE

~ lave.ol -
PO”L

)
5 EE. WAY

47 CITY HALL
Freeway Route | ome
Due for Defeat

Lvau
Bueraro] 5

=z 3

PROPOSED FREEWAY—This drawing shows the approx-

Some 250 feet of right of imate routing of the propose
'Prnpoml .r.nunn;; of the Buffalo Bayou -and Westheim-Way is Iu.-ml..l for nu-l |-'.I.~.- f‘ - Post QOak. '1g'he brokI:!n Iiinesd ngé&?%&;r:sigagofggg
West Loop Freeway lwm‘-.r..‘:j:u’\\.u‘ n‘.‘-“u:‘.’::'.»:: don m, SR YR I.lnl.\;.‘n' :::f:}l .:.lln Sady east of Post Oak through vacant land, where right of
1 - L (4 L naicated ) ce . 7 i s
\\ after an on-theground inspec- there are expensive improve ) ray s Cheapel‘. 0therw1se, the fteeway generally fol-
et e gk N g A L ows Post Oak. Plans call for 250 feet of right of way.
The city planning commis of way that would have to be - Post Oak now has 120 feet of right of way north of
jon recommended that ‘the acquired when the Freeway Westheimer and 100 feet south of that street.
xoule go just east of Post Oak goes in

Rd. through vacant land I'he councilmen argued that

This would eliminate & re- owners of property along Post Loo Fre
vorse curve on Post Oak just Onk would he ‘stranded” if

south of the bayou.and right the recommended route were

of way would be $350.000 to adopted.  And most of them .
$450,000 cheaper than if Post expressed doubt that sawngs e 5 ou
Oak were widened, it is esti- quoted by Elifrit are correct,
\% e %n
¢

maled Councilmen who made the

-

- ' “The plannipg commisgion tour With Ellfrit were Dr Ira BY MEL YOUNG m::rg"r ‘Tfsv:;t. Ha'
had no choice dne way or the Kohler, George = Marquette, Chronicle §ta#f the motion fai € ReTvote and‘
other on ihe route, exeept Matt Wilson, Jim Heflin and Four, city councilmen have S . |
that thie route through the George Kesseler. Councilmens dealt what could be a knock-| The motion was to set build- |
Vll('lllill areas wluluhl be l«-[s)s ex: '\‘\I’"ﬂ(‘::‘luil;’({m:";:k:'li:gd and out punch to the proposed ing zmeAs only from W. Alaba-
ensive, City Plannin 'y AL wore: | H ma i K
{,l,,. Ralph  Ellifrit ,f;m ',,"_ along. S SN 1 $25,000,000 West Loop Free-| n-(.), “?f:f.ﬁd.'f.ug?f ie-g-mfr‘lf

councilmen

vt




Socialite Candace Mossler (died 1976) and
Developer Melvin Powers (died 2010)

Candace Mossler began an
affair with her nephew Melvin
Powers in 1962

Jacques Mossler, husband of
Candace, moves to Florida
after uncovering the affair

Jacques Mossler murdered in
Florida in June 1964, leaving
$33 million estate

Candace Mossler and Melvin
Powers accused; acquitted in
sensational trial in 1966

Powers becomes successful
real estate developer,
including the Arena Towers
on US 59

= -
P )V’v ' =
g

/ s




Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire

e/%uﬁe TEXAN

BELLAIRE'S OWN WEEKLY COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
Serving Bellaire, Robindell, Brac Burn Terrace, Larkwood, Willow Bend, Sharpstown

ec. 1954 Bellaire residents THE

olume 2—Number 8 Bellaire, Texas, Thursday, April 7, 1955 Se~—Subscription $2.00 per year

Eg%tr?;tl to city R snend $S

On PO Freeway:

! Anti-Freeway Group Will Push
| For Petition Vote Anyway
Oak Fcnd IHrau[h Bel- | which s curdlmz lhc bluod of
|a passie of
'\Hlx!’ ay Lnop ‘17 lnd Jml 3 | someone else wlll hl\ put
| Pre ', the mere thought of lup the $2,000,000 necesurv 1o
T ————— RO nl:;hll} of wi C
Because aire’
‘;he”Ewirenglea"t ol Monday. rflmuz: itialy o
'or ‘ach er 1} e Stato Khwn) om-
Truth Is really stranger than | 000 that Bellajre oo

lly and officlall;
| fietlon and sheer coincidence right-of- or
| O sar iy |supply the right-of-way for the

. ; !
- .
3 . . proposed project,
. | Newlywed Mr. and Mrs, Council action was a_surpris
4 | R il ol 4908 Maple f‘l'hu result of a meeting called o!!:-
= were just married in J: cially to authorize adve: ﬂ!"me"l
£ is |for sale of $345.000
4 weck when they bousht license | lie- dmnzge bonds April 19,
: S plates for their No Cap Do
¥YLE CHAPMAN MAYOR HODELL BOB CASEY 000 in fis n-polit ation-
[l he lleenws |00 in fire station-police
= GROUND-BREAKING: Officiating at ground-breaking cere- | fox s mp’ or e oheboonee | drainage bonds will give. Bells
sonics Friday for fhe new Bracburn dial telephone DUAING | st alre approximately a 10 per cent
- - cre County Cumiiwsioner Chapman, Bellaire Mavor Hemry -| SOymOWi o on Tis tax watune
lodell and County Judge Casey. The building is being buill | yorogas omith Tenns "By |tion of around $27 million.
L 16th and Cypregk, west of Sharpstown. The bullding will ‘ “This (10 per cent) we under-
hax

| mithael, Councl: said

3 o e value of right-ors
. [ way land o sides of Post

{320, e o vumber MY~ |0 e S 08276,

Next day, Mr. Hill, who's T"MOMU“P“M sale of $345.-

Mes, T, who 1o assistact AL
In 2 nutshall, as explained in
|, Stipt: Supervaor in he OBer- |4 fetier o Dist. 12 (Houston)
ouse two new telfphone exchanges--G¥psy & and GE 8-~  |=hiiiHnHIIIIINIIIINE
» serva some 6000 future subscribers In the fast-grown Brae-

Highway Engincer W,
urnsAlief area,

m;
cal (debt) limit,” said the let-
t fer, sont over the signature of
Mayor Hedell.

The letter concluded:

“While we do not like to stand

il pecial Easter Services
$2 m I I I IO n or Bellaire Churches ?IIIIIIIIIIII!I!IIIIIlIIlIIIIIIIllIllIllIll

, Ahey Frmy Apru N — Th- G

smkg

aster, next to Christmas,
¢ celebrated holiday

n the | pel i

for the
s proposed right=o
Wy hi

[] L] L] o Gospe! ¢ shop wa us

WPl e 2 ““"“‘"‘ Tollsire """‘de;x:n:d At Inatallod” by’ Ellen |ome aich Tequires a solution

olf an i fime far [byierion Curtis,_one of the operators| *As Houston has our city lim-

I I I I I O n I n ;“'m Bl e 4 iy ""“;"“‘h",‘:‘;hf;':';‘{“‘:h {hore. The flowers rezemble tu its blocked on all sides and there
M BIDANe le Altof] Y 4 by procession, 190 | 1pe and are made of dyed es is no hope o!(ln;r!alllnt ax

wers and animals, ve- | pm. iy Most Blessed b -““’f‘m,v — n(ﬂcll"y dx"m
At g g s l|v!‘1‘«m:\mcm Bt want T sart any mued o
ng. are symbols of this hol | Fridoy: 8 am, Solemn High! itimm ot i




Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire

Feb. 1956 North of Bellaire Blvd,
alignment shifted to
the west side of Post
Oak due to Marian
Catholic High School

AWhen we had to pick
Marian Catholic High School], they said the
additional footage from their side would ruin
t hemo

r to take
Cat hol i c
rke Hol man

N

o)

t e
h e
B u
m.

THE BELLAIRE TEXAN

Wednesday, April 4, 1956

B[ County Sets...

the ‘open meeting,
Free:

pes off our chest.”

(continued from page 1)

“Then the
way is a foregome conclu~|

sion, ‘We're here only to get the

“That just about sums it up,”
ommlnloneh

| “Then you're ruining Bellaire,”
|returned  Mr. Kelton.
‘ Mr, Kaiser, who has charge

|tive mile radius, informed’ th
-eople on the following points
’ Post Oak Freeway has been
on chstonsionxuul Freeways
aster plan for: years.
2 Hm?stons plans called for
0 foot Freeway on the west

Bitter Pill |
”’Aollkl:utlg:c:oﬁl ﬁrs!idhen‘tﬂw:myd. of Post Oak Road through
1laife

limits.

¢ wBeuaixe city
. through Be is a bitter plll "L oi7ie Highway Depart-

to swallow,
of 4705 Tamarisk, who

changing the routz'l"
R. Kelton of 4627
“1¢ the whed tax is
. Kaiser,

answered Mr.
no legal way

\mnt added 50 more feet to the

She was Mrs. Harland me’wnght-ot-wa} and changed the

Ruin Taem

Wx‘(ﬂn Cathelie High School,"
“was built

Mr. Kaiser,
[ Opang do the 250’ foot right

ed the crowd that Post Olkl"“ 2
Road is designated as a Civil

Defense evacuation route and|
is needed to funnel out the exp
in case of disaster.”
there any legal way of|of-way. When we had to pick
edHughu.p 50 more feet, ‘t.hey’ sud the

uoa)u.l

tiona]  footage
side would ruin Lhem."
Before the open hanri!akz

e “’&zm. County Attorney Burke

by a huddle

F DO IT YOURSELF [ B;::f: B e 1

=5 0

|

L7

IELP YOU KEEP
| TIP-TOP CONDITION

Deature

h*6 u s e

C

iated Products

ublT [ C
nilt

irs,

s Ao

“It's better “to take houses
‘Lhan g0 up against the Catholic
| Church,” said Mr, Holman. “It's

-' doesn't pay to fight them. We
=¢ |have been through this same
| situation before.”

‘ No More Changes

| 3. The building lines adopted
]Thundav are definite.

I

Oak Roadrbrought laughter
| when he asked the court “if I
can go home and tell my wife
|to look for a house.” Y
5. Other routes have been in-
vestiga
R.R. Route Out

4713SYNOA

It is not practical to follow
plications ol
A further west routing was

a Freeway along a railroad

Mr. Kaiser explained “The com-
nterc! es - 00

great. It wdhld be fn fm; le

situation.”

considered but dropped b:causs

Hhe ‘west
Cqunty ‘ s‘oner m
s told The r_rowd i.hn c

Ln'y had been making

‘iﬂz:& @ms:

:nagﬂbx(nl od

of Ireeways within Houston und:

| Mr. Holman presented Harns
|Loumy‘s wheel 1ax case before
|1a¢ Lexas Supreme Lourt lor @
|ruung i January,
| “we raisea b points of con-
{stiuuen on the waeel tax, You
IJL.SL can't get fune men 10 dgree
|on tnose points, ne said. “racn
Wednesday 1've been noping tnat ‘
a decision would be handea
down.”

8. The Post Onk Diteh will
be covered .

Beuures Pmblem

“It's up to Bellare to provide
one halt of the cost' of covering
Post Oak Ditch,” ' Mr. Kaiser
said,

Some In the crowd wondered
vocally how Bellaire could pay
when—as Mrs. Prentiss Young
pointed out--“It will be awfully
fard put when the ecity loses
the tax money from homu with, ‘
in the building lines.”

ter the meet.nz Mr. Kaiser
told The Texan, “Your. highway
tax dollar goes for roads--not
to solve any city's storm sewer

problem.”

Accor ' to the
Post w zurz?t
cast abo

Bellaire city nmm und even-
tually tie in” with Highway 73
and not go as far as South Main
Street through Willow Bend and
Westbury.

To Charles Martin's guestion
as to “what happens to the value
of property on the edge of Free-
ways and especially near the
overpasses,” Mr, Chapman an-
swered, “That will  be hassel-

Commissioner Squatty Lyons
brought ‘the open hearing to a
quick close ' within an  hour.
Commissioner Chapman  made
the motion, Commissioner V, V.
msey seconded, and a un-
animous wpte followed.

ter the m o8 X o=
2 of "4700 ;@ of <
property values lomes on the
I"rccua) put his cage simply to
t tcdone of theC
eounty commmloners my housc

ha takfrs.

--rigm Do 2
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Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire

March 1956 Bellaire residents pack Harris County
Commissioners Court to protest;
Commissioners approve final alignment




