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Origins of Houstonôs Freeways 

1930 Governor Ross Sterling proposes the Houston-

Galveston Super Highway 

Late 1930s Houston Mayor Oscar Holcombe promotes the 

Gulf Freeway 

1940 City of Houston buys the right-of-way of the 

Galveston-Houston Electric Railway 

1943 TxDOT approves the Gulf Freeway. Other routes 

approved in 1945. 

1946 Construction begins on the Gulf Freeway 



Houstonôs Freeway Era Begins 

Gulf Freeway Dedication 

September 30, 1948 

Dewitt Greer and Oscar Holcombe 



Where it all began 

Gulf Freeway at Calhoun, November 1948 



Celebrating Traffic 

Traffic count sign 

1950 

100 million vehicle-miles 



Development of the Freeway Master Plan 

1947 
First freeways 

approved by 

TxDOT 

Bellaire 
The plan shows a 

bypass route on 

Post Oak Road, 

but the route is 

not designated 

as a freeway 



Development of the Freeway Master Plan 

1953 Plan shows the West Loop aligned through 

Bellaire on Post Oak 



Development of the Freeway Master Plan 

1954 

  

Plan has the 

West Loop 

on Post Oak 

and the 

Southwest 

Freeway 

through 

north Bellaire 



Building Public Support: 1956 $15 million bond issue 



1958 Harris County $15 million bond Election 

(=124 million in 2015 dollars) 



TxDOT-Houston 

Leaders in the 

Golden Era 

A.C. Kyser, 1907-1984 

Houston Urban Project 

Office Manager,  

1955-1972 

Wiley Carmichael,  

1912-1996 

TxDOT Houston District 

Manager, 1955-1973 

The Visionary The Underachiever 

Loop 610 and 

inside the Loop 
Outside the Loop 



A.C. Kyser 

retirement, 1972 



Origins of a Freeway on Post Oak Road 

December 1931: 

Bypass routes 

proposed 

 

ñThe purpose of 

these two loops 

is to divert traffic 

around the city 

avoiding 

congested city 

streets.ò 



1942: Bypass 

Loop Study for 

national defense  

Loop followed Post Oak 

Road and Bellaire Blvd 



September 1954: Official Request for inclusion in 

the state highway system 

Shown below: pages from official presentation booklet 



Influential 

Support for the  

Post Oak 

Alignment 

R.E. ñBobò Smith 

1894-1973 

ñBy 1964 Smith owned 

more land than any other 

person in Harris County, 

over 11,000 acresò  
ï Texas State Historical 

Association web site 



West Loop North of Westheimer 



West Loop at San Felipe 



December 1954 
Houston City Council initially rejects alignment due 

to perceived benefit for Smith 

Houston Chronicle, December 23, 1954 

ñéa majority [of council members] indicated 

opposition on the argument that the routing would 

increase the value of vacant land owned by 

Robert E. Smith, political backer of the mayorò 



Socialite Candace Mossler (died 1976) and  

Developer Melvin Powers (died 2010) 

Å Candace Mossler began an 

affair with her nephew Melvin 

Powers in 1962 

Å Jacques Mossler, husband of 

Candace, moves to Florida 

after uncovering the affair 

Å Jacques Mossler murdered in 

Florida in June 1964, leaving 

$33 million estate 

Å Candace Mossler and Melvin 

Powers accused; acquitted in 

sensational trial in 1966 

Å Powers becomes successful 

real estate developer, 

including the Arena Towers 

on US 59 

 



Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire 

Dec. 1954 Bellaire residents 

protest to city 

council 

 

April 1955 City of Bellaire 

refuses to pay for 

right-of-way cost of 

$2 million 

(= $18 million in 

2015 dollars ) 

 



Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire 

Feb. 1956 North of Bellaire Blvd, 

alignment shifted to 

the west side of Post 

Oak due to Marian 

Catholic High School 

 
ñWhen we had to pick up 50 more feet [from 

Marian Catholic High School], they said the 

additional footage from their side would ruin 

themò 

 

ñItôs better to take houses than go up 

against the Catholic Church,ò said County 

Attorney Burke Holman. ñIt doesnôt pay to 

fight them.ò 



Timeline of Loop 610 Planning in Bellaire 

March 1956 Bellaire residents pack Harris County 

Commissioners Court to protest; 

Commissioners approve final alignment 

 


